Gary Wiggins Retires from IU
A long association with Indiana University, the IU Libraries, and the School of Informatics came to an end on October 1, 2007 when Gary Wiggins retired.  He was the head of the IU Chemistry Library from January 1976 through June 2003, at which time he transferred to the School of Informatics.  For three years prior to that, he directed the new school’s programs in bioinformatics and chemical informatics on a 0.20 FTE appointment, while also serving as coordinator of IUB’s seven science libraries and head of the Chemistry Library.  He administered both Informatics programs until a director of the bioinformatics program was appointed in September 2006.
Gary’s association with the Department of Chemistry and the IU Libraries dates to 1963 when he began his studies in chemistry at IUB and also worked in the Documents Department of the old IU Main Library (now Franklin Hall).  Throughout most of the 1960s, he continued to work in that position while studying for his BA in Chemistry and Russian and the MA in Slavic Languages and Literature.  Upon entering library school in 1969, he served for one year as a full-time intern in the Chemistry Library under John Knego.  He was the first graduate of the School of Library and Information Science program started by Dr. Knego to train specialists in chemical information, and Gary  himself later trained dozens of librarians and chemical information specialists in that program.   
Gary’s first professional library job was as science cataloger at IU, a position he left at the beginning of 1972 to explore a career as a Slavic librarian at the University of Illinois.  Two good things happened while he was in Urbana.  First, Gary discovered that he did not want to be a Slavic librarian, and second, he met and married his wife of 34 years, Stanislavka (Mia) Radoičić.  When John Knego left Bloomington, Gary applied for the position of head of the Chemistry Library and began a new chapter in his professional career in January 1976.  Before the end of the decade, he and Mia had two sons, Alan and Tommy, both of whom finished their undergraduate degrees at IU.  (Alan is now a post-doc in mathematics at Vanderbilt, and Tom is in his second year in the MS in New Media Program at the IUPUI School of Informatics.)  Gary received the PhD in Information Science in 1985, the last of four degrees which IU awarded him.  
Many chemistry majors over the years took the C471 Chemical Information Sources course taught by Gary.  The lecture notes and associated materials from that course have been converted to a Wiki format and can be viewed at: http://cheminfo.informatics.indiana.edu/cicc/cis/index.php/Main_Page 
In more than a quarter of a century of managing the IU Chemistry Library, Gary carefully moved the services toward an electronic environment.  His close associations with the American Chemical Society, particularly the Division of Chemical Information (CINF), and the Special Libraries Association Chemistry Division brought him into contact with some of the leading people in library and information science.  Gary’s contributions to those two organizations, to the IU Libraries, Indiana University, and the local community were recognized with numerous awards over the years.  The IUB Libraries selected him for the William Evans Jenkins Outstanding Librarian award in 1993.  He received the Herman Skolnik award of the ACS CINF Division in 1998 for outstanding contributions in the theory or practice of chemical information science.  In 1999, he got the IUB Faculty Council award for distinguished service, followed in 2000 by the IU system-wide W. George Pinnell award for outstanding service to IU.  The School of Library and Information Science chose him for their Distinguished Alumni Award in 2001.  In 2003, he received the ACS CINF Division’s Meritorious Service award, marking the first time that a single individual had been cited by CINF with both of its major awards.  In 2007, he joined a select group of six people who have received both the ACS CINF Skolnik award and the Patterson-Crane Award of the Columbus-Dayton Sections of the ACS.  This was followed by his election to the Special Libraries Association Hall of Fame.
Gary and Mia intend to keep Bloomington as their home base, while visiting as much of the world as they can in the coming years.

For more on the accomplishments and interests of Gary Wiggins, refer to his home page at http://www.indiana.edu/~cheminfo/gw/gwhome.html.
